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Trouble in Greece then recommenced : it was to continue well
into the following summer, until finally the Allies occupied
Thessaly, disarming the Greek forces there, deposed the
pro-German King Constantine, and brought Greece definitely
over to their side as a belligerent*                                         ",
In Egypt, after a peaceful six months, the Turks once more
attempted an advance toward the Suez Canal. They were met
and defeated \veil on the eastern side of it at Romani, and
Murray, the British commander, commenced a steady and
systematic attempt to clear the Sinai peninsula preparatory to
an invasion of Palestine. The small Turkish posts scattered
about the district were accounted for one by one and by the
end of the year our forward troops had reached the Egyptian
frontier on the far side of the Eastern desert, and a railway,
a pipe line, and a motor road were being pushed across it, to
supply the army during the next stage of its advance.
Yet further to the East, Turkey was able to offset a serious
defeat in the Caucasus, where Erzerum fell into Russian hands
after the complete defeat of its defenders, by a great
triumph in Mesopotamia. Townshend, invested in Kut, was
calling so loudly and urgently for rescue that a series of desperate
attempts had to be made to force a way through the hostile
lines of counter investment on the Tigris, which were far too
formidable to be stormed with our scanty available resources
of men, guns and ammunition. Three separate attacks on the
north bank in January ended only in heavy and profitless
casualties, and then the Turks, after having taken their toll
of us, retired to yet stronger lines a short distance in rear.
An attempt at a turning movement on the south side, the
scope of which was severely limited by supply and water
difficulties, carne as a surprise to the enemy, but a golden chance
was frittered away by failure to recognise and hesitation to
seize the fleeting moment, and another costly repulse followed.
Townshend, whose systematic underestimation of the food
supplies at his disposal had been in part responsible for the
succession of hastily improvised and inadequately provided
attempts to relieve him, was now really at his last gasp. A
final desperate assault on the north bank of the Tigris, a hopeless
venture if ever there was one, collapsed with annihilating losses,
and the surrender of Kut, which followed on April zgth, dealt
a grievous blow to our prestige throughout the whole of the
East and delivered over 10,000 British and Indian soldiers to
the untender mercies of a foe whose maltreatment of them,
though caused perhaps more by indolence and incompetence
than by deliberate barbarity, was so cruel that two out of every
three perished on their way to or in captivity. To this loss